
March 27, 2023

His Royal Highness Mohammad bin Salman
Prime Minister
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Your Highness, 

We, the undersigned Members of the United States House of Representatives, urge you to
immediately release all persons whom you have imprisoned for sending tweets. 

Jailing people for their expression, including criticism of their nation’s political rulers, is 
an intolerable violation of human rights and freedom of speech. No human being should spend a 
day—much less 19 years or 34 years—behind bars because they have displeased a government 
ruler with their opinions. 

The people of Saudi Arabia have a right to their own ideas and to express themselves 
without state agents ripping them from their families and throwing them into jail. 

Saudi Arabia has one of the highest numbers of active Twitter users in the world, yet 
Saudis who express even the mildest objection to your autocratic and theocratic rule are 
sentenced to jail for decades.1 Individuals don’t even have to be on Saudi soil to be subjected to 
your state’s prosecution, punishment and oppression.  

We were specifically appalled and stirred to action by your arrest of 72-year-old Saudi-
American dual citizen, Saad Almadi, over tweets he had sent from the United States that were 
seven years old.2 Although Mr. Almadi was residing in the United States when he made these 
tweets, he was arrested when he was visiting family in Saudi Arabia in the fall of 2021. His 
tweets mentioned corruption in your government and invoked Jamal Khashoggi, the Washington 
Post contributing columnist who your state agents assassinated in a gruesome dismemberment 
plot executed in Istanbul, Turkey.3 

Mr. Almadi’s mild tweets of criticism were offered as proof that he had “adopted a 
terrorist agenda by defaming symbols of the state” and “supported terrorist ideology.”4 After his 
inevitable conviction, Mr. Almadi was first sentenced to 16 years in prison, a sentence which 
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was extended to 19 years after he dared to appeal.5 While we were relieved to learn Mr. Almadi 
has been released from this Orwellian nightmare after widespread protest, his sentence also 
included a 16-year travel ban.6 We eagerly await word of whether your government will lift the 
travel ban to let Mr. Almadi return to his home in the United States. 

Allow us also to raise the case of a young Saudi woman, Salma al-Shehab. A 34-year-old 
doctoral student at Leeds University in the United Kingdom, Ms. al-Shehab, was originally 
sentenced in August 2022 to an astounding 34 years in prison for using a Twitter account to 
simply share posts of online critics of your regime.7 Her case was retried in early 2023 and she 
was resentenced to a still astounding 27 years in prison, followed by a 27 year travel ban.8 
According to Freedom House, she was held in pretrial detention for an astonishing 285 days, 
including at least 13 days in solitary confinement, and was denied access to an attorney while in 
pre-trial detention.9 

On the same day Ms. al-Shehab was sentenced, Noura al-Qahtani, a mother of five who is
nearly 50 years old, had her own sentence increased from 13 years to 45 years in prison, which is
believed to be the longest sentence ever imposed for simple online expression.10 Ms. al-Qahtani 
had fewer than 650 Twitter followers, but was nonetheless accused of “using the Internet to tear 
the social fabric” and “violating the public order by using social media” under the country’s 
expansive and vague counterterrorism and anti-cybercrime laws.11

So a mother of five is now in prison for 45 years in Saudi Arabia for sending a tweet 
while some people in the country have never served even a day for committing murder.  

Even expressing mild online criticism of other people’s autocratic regimes can put a 
Saudi resident in danger. Mahdia al-Marzougi, a Tunisian nurse and Saudi resident with an 
audience of fewer than 100 Twitter followers, was arrested for her tweets commenting on events 
in Tunisia.12 The 51-year-old, who has been held in solitary confinement, was sentenced to three 
years in prison until the Specialized Criminal Court increased her sentence to 15 years in 
September 2022.13 
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In 2022 alone, Amnesty International documented cases of 15 people who were 
sentenced to prison terms of between 10 and 45 years in your country simply for peacefully 
expressing themselves online.14 As of February 2023, the organization documented the cases of 
67 individuals who have been prosecuted for exercising their rights to freedom of expression and
assembly, including 32 who were prosecuted for peacefully expressing their opinions on social 
media.15 

While it is unclear exactly how your government was able to identify and apprehend all 
these “dangerous” online thought criminals, their prosecutions coincide with contemporaneous 
revelations that Saudi Arabian authorities infiltrated Twitter. In August 2022, a former Twitter 
employee was found guilty in federal court in California for spying on Saudi critics on the 
platform and then passing the information obtained that way to officials in your government.16 
According to the indictment, the officials first approached the employee in May 2014 and paid 
him more than $300,000 to provide the names and information of Twitter accounts posting any 
comments critical of your family and the Saudi regime.17 We are also aware that, through the 
Kingdom Holding Company, your family is a longtime financial investor in Twitter, which 
makes this sequence of events all the more shocking.18

While your government escalated this crackdown on free expression and sweeping 
violation of human rights over the past year, it went on to celebrate the second “Saudi Media 
Forum” in late February of this year. The Forum’s President Mohammed Al-Harthi called the 
forum “an opportunity to meet with intellectuals, writers and opinion makers from different 
countries of the world, and learn about the most successful media experiences.”19 During the 
Forum, Saudi Minister of Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman highlighted the importance of 
accepting criticism and diverging viewpoints.20

When you initially came to power, you spoke of making Saudi Arabia more open and 
tolerant. You promised to reform harsh laws and policies preventing the country’s progress. We 
had high hopes you were serious. 
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Instead, not only have you further trampled on your own citizens’ rights to free thought 
and free speech, but you have undermined the essential freedoms that sovereign democratic 
countries strive to protect for our citizens. These outrages undermine global political freedom.

We condemn your barbaric prosecutions and call on you immediately to order the release 
of every individual you have detained and incarcerated for sending tweets.

Very truly yours,

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Nancy Mace
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress



Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress



Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Cc: Her Royal Highness Princess Reema bint Bander bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
Ambassador to the United States
The Embassy of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
601 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20037


